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Lake Superior | Frank Koshere



Big Bay City Park - Lake Superior | Michael Knapstein

Wisconsin’s Coastal Beaches



Bradford Beach - Milwaukee | Karen Gersonde

Wisconsin’s Coastal Beaches



Wisconsin Beach Monitoring Program
Beaches Environmental Assessment and Coastal 
Health (BEACH) Act of 2000

Harrington Beach State Park | Wendi Huffman



Why E.coli ?

E.Coli | BioCote



Posting Advisories and Closures

Local public health 
officials have the 
authority to post 
advisories or close 
beaches 

at inland state parks, 
DNR takes on that 
responsibility

South Shore Beach | Jordyn Noennig, Milwaukee Journal Sentinel



Wisconsin Beach Monitoring Program

administers BEACH Act

money to state based on 
“beach miles”

contracts with public 
health based on 
monitoring needs

EPA

DNR

Public Health

Contractors



Wisconsin Beach Monitoring Program

• High priority beaches
• Sample at least 3x/weekTier 1
• Medium priority beaches
• Sample at least 2x/weekTier 2
• Low priority beaches
• Sample at least 1x/weekTier 3

Tier 4 • Lowest priority
• No sampling

Milwaukee, WI | Mark Ponto



2018 Beach Season

County
Samples 

Collected
Exceedances 

(>235)
Closures 
(>1000)

% 
Exceedances

% 
Closures

Ashland 93 32 8 34.4 8.6
Bayfield 257 21 2 8.2 0.8
Door 1122 54 10 4.8 0.9
Douglas 119 33 9 27.7 7.6
Kenosha 215 49 14 22.8 6.5
Kewaunee 57 0 0 0.0 0.0
Manitowoc 227 24 7 10.6 3.1
Milwaukee 333 87 20 26.1 6.0
Ozaukee 187 17 2 9.1 1.1
Racine 211 20 4 9.5 1.9
Sheboygan 199 32 5 16.1 2.5
Grand Total 3020 369 81 12.2 2.7



2018 Beach Season
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2019 Beach Season

Beaches reopened in Iron County
Barkers Island Restoration in Superior
Bay Beach in Green Bay
Work in Milwaukee AOC beaches (South Shore)

Barkers Island | WDNR



Barker’s Island Restoration

Barkers Island | Matt Steiger, WDNR



Barker’s Island Restoration

Barkers Island | Matt Steiger, WDNR



Barker’s Island Restoration

Barkers Island | Madeline Magee, WDNR



Funding for 2020 Beach Season



Cyanotoxin Water Quality Criteria

Algae Bloom | Madeline Magee

Beach program does 
not require monitoring 
for HABs



Website Update



Apostle Islands | Ann Runyard


	Wisconsin Beach Monitoring Program��Madeline Magee�29 October 2019� ��madeline.magee@wisconsin.gov
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18

