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Building Coastal Resilience in 
Southeastern Wisconsin 

through Research, Education, and 
Collaboration



NOAA Coastal Resilience Project Overview
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Objective: Enhance the capacity of local governments in 
Southeastern Wisconsin to prepare and plan for coastal 
hazards to their bluffs, beaches, and waterfront 
infrastructure

3-year effort funded by the NOAA Coastal 
Resilience Grants Program

Collaboration between:



Coastal Hazards in SE Wisconsin

Racine Co.

Kenosha Co.
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Coastal Resilience Project Overview
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Organize a Community of Practice

Evaluate and Map Shoreline 
Recession

Create Guidance on Risk-
Reduction Practices

Identify and Implement Local 
Resilience Opportunities

Enhance community capacity to 
prepare and plan for coastal hazards in 
Southeastern Wisconsin



Erosion & Storm Resilient Beach Practices
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Importance of beaches/current efforts

High energy environment, coastal storms, 
water level impacts, precipitation

Influence planning, restoration, maintenance



Provide a starting point to identify opportunities to 
increase a community’s resilience to coastal hazards
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Resilient Self-Assessment



Beach Resiliency 
Guidance

• Guidance booklet

• Fact sheet

• Beach resiliency is the ability of a beach to, by 
nature or design, respond to, recover from, and 
prepare for forces of human nature or activities 
without losing desired attributes.

• Stressors, management

• Environmental, economic and social assessments

• Case studies

• Outreach
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